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Mission Statement 

The Centre County Conservation District is a committed, professional agency functioning as the 

primary local source of assistance to all individuals and organizations who benefit from the countyõs 

natural resources that we collectively strive to sustain and improve. 

Board Members (from left) Jim Walizer,               

Rob Shannon, Matt Ulmer, Lori Hartle, Allen Isher,             

and Tom Boldin   

(Not pictured Steve Dershem, County Commissioner 

& Kaleb Wolfe) 

   Centre County Conservation District  
   2017 Annual Report 

 

2017 was a busy and productive year as the Centre County Conservation District 

celebrated 63 years of service to the residents of Centre County. The Centre Coun-

ty Conservation District was formed at the request of farmers and other citizens in 

the county who were interested in land use planning and the conservation of soil 

and water resources. The District was declared a Conservation District by the  

Centre County Board of Commissioners in October 1954. The District was orga-

nized to provide for the conservation of soil and water resources, assist with water-

shed protection and flood prevention, preserve woodlands and wildlife, protect 

public lands, and to protect and promote the health, safety, and general welfare of 

the people within the community. The District is a subdivision of state government 

and is administered by a volunteer based Board of Directors. The District board is 

currently composed of four farmer directors, two public directors, one county com-

missioner, and four associate directors. In 2017, there were nine fullïtime  employ-

ees. Some of the programs that the District staff administer include: The Erosion 

and Sediment Pollution Control; National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System 

(NPDES) permitting; Chapter 105 Stream Encroachments; Dirt, Gravel & Low 

Volume Roads; Chesapeake Bay; Nutrient Management; and Ag Conservation 

technical assis-

tance programs. The Conservation District 

also sponsors the County Envirothon. Month-

ly board meetings are held the second 

Wednesday of each month in Room 146 of 

the Willowbank Building, Bellefonte, at 

7:30PM, and are open to the public. Many 

thanks to those who support us and promote 

our mission. 
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FARM / CITY DINNER  
In celebration of Pennsylvania Farm/City Week, the 2017 Centre County Farm/City Dinner was held on Mon-

day, November 13, 2017,  at the New Hope Lutheran Church in Spring Mills. The annual dinner highlights the 

importance of the relationship between our agricultural community and our urban neighbors. The dinner was 

sponsored by the Bellefonte FFA, Centre County Conservation District, Centre County Farm Bureau, Kiwanis 

Club of State College and Penn State Extension-Centre County.  

Senator Elder Vogel Jr. was the guest speaker. Senator Vogel has 

represented the citizens of the 47th Senatorial District, which cur-

rently includes all of Lawrence County and parts of Beaver and But-

ler Counties, since 2009. Senator Vogel is Chairman of the Agricul-

ture & Rural Affairs Committee, and is a member of the Appropria-

tions, Banking & Insurance, Communications & Technology, Envi-

ronmental Resources & Energy, Labor & Industry and Majority Pol-

icy Committees. Senator Vogel serves on the Board of Directors for 

the Cooperative Extension of Beaver County, the Lawrence County 

Community Action Partnership; and is a member of the Beaver 

County Chamber of Commerce, the Lawrence County Chamber of 

Commerce and the Butler County Chamber of Commerce, the Na-

tional Rifle Association, the Beaver-Lawrence Farm Bureau, the 

Pennsylvania Farm Bureau, the Rochester Sportsmenôs Club, and 

the Big Knob Antique Tractor and Equipment Association. Senator 

Vogel and his family reside and operate the family farm in New 

Sewickley Township which was established in the late 1800s. 

The 2017 Centre County Grange Fair 

QueenðMegan 

Royer served as 

the Master Of 

Ceremonies at 

the dinner. The 

State College 

Area High 

School graduate 

is the daughter of 

Robert and Karen 

Royer. Megan is 

attending Penn 

State, where she 

studies agricul-

ture education 

and extension.  

Clean Streams Award  

Dave Veneziano (left), Boggs Township,  

receives Clean Stream Award for Excel-

lence in Erosion Control from James Coslo,  

Centre County Conservation District  

Resource Conservation Supervisor. 

The 2017 Clean Streams Award was presented to 

David Veneziano. In 2013, Dave was appointed a 

Supervisor at Boggs Township as well as serving as 

the Roadmaster. Dave is involved in all aspects of 

road maintenance such as equipment operation, pro-

ject planning, and obtaining environmental permits. 

Many maintenance activities involve replacing and 

upgrading cross drain and stream crossing culverts. 

Dave works closely with Conservation District staff 

to ensure work across and along our streams is ac-

complished in a manner to protect our valuable re-

sources. Dave was involved with flood mitigation 

work in Boggs Township, securing FEMA funding 

to repair road culverts damaged by the heavy rains 

that fell on Centre County in October 2016. Dave is 

also involved with projects for the Dirt, Gravel, and 

Low Volume Road, (DGLVR) program. He submit-

ted several projects under the DGLVR program, 

with two projects approved for funding and con-

struction scheduled for Spring 2018. We thank 

Dave for his service to his local community, for his 

diligence in protecting the residents of Boggs 

Township, and at the same time protecting the 

streams and waterways of our commonwealth. 
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Watershed Stewardship Award  

The 2017 Watershed Stewardship Award was 

presented to Ann Donovan at the annual Farm 

City Dinner. Ann has a BA from Chatham Uni-

versity and M. Ed. from Clarion University. 

She taught school children in the South Pacific, 

western PA and State College. Ann started her 

career with the CCCD as an Ameri-Corps vol-

unteer in 1999. In 2001 she became CCCDôs 

first Watershed Specialist. Ann retired from the 

Conservation District in August. Ann worked 

tirelessly over her career assisting watershed 

groups, coordinating stream restoration pro-

jects, assisting private landowners, municipal 

officials, elected officials and others. Annôs 

passion for education helped the Conservation 

District reach thousands of children and adults 

as she taught lessons to groups about watershed 

stewardship, and soil and water conservation. 

Ann also assisted with both the Centre County 

and the PA Envirothon programs. 

Ann Donovan (right), receives 

Watershed Stewardship Award 

from Robert Sweitzer, Centre 

County Conservation  

District Manager. 

Outstanding Conservation Farmer 

Award  

The  2017 Outstanding Conservation Farmer 

Award was presented to Sam Gray, Owner/

Operator of Grayhurst Farm. Grayhurst Farm is 

located in Halfmoon Township. The project  

objective was to address the runoff from feeding 

areas impacting Halfmoon Creek. Halfmoon Creek 

runs through Grayôs farming operation. Partnering 

on the project was Centre County Conservation 

District, Clearwater Conservancy, US Fish & 

Wildlife Service and PA Dept. of Environmental 

Protection. A plan was developed and implemented 

that included  best management practices, con-

trolled stream access with off-stream watering sys-

tem, riparian restoration, construction of  manure 

stacking facility heavy use area protection, and 

planting stream buffers. Programs contributing to 

the success of this project were Growing Greener-

Watershed Protection, Commonwealth Finance 

Authority-Watershed Restoration & Protection, 

Department of Environmental Protection-

Streambank Fencing, and National Fish & Wildlife 

Foundation -Chesapeake Bay Small Watershed 

Program.  

Sam Gray (right), Grayhurst Farm, receives 

Conservation Farmer Award from  

John Wataha, Centre County  

Conservation District Agriculture Conservation/

Nutrient Management Technician. 
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In 2017, the Centre County Conservation District assisted local environmental organizations with projects that 

promoted their goals and objectives and carried out watershed improvement projects of our own.  

During the year, two monitoring groups continued to collect water samples 

and report on the status of our streams. Members of the Centre County Chap-

ter of the Senior Environment Corps (CC Pa SEC) at ClearWater Conservan-

cy have monitored county waterways since 2002, making monthly visits to 

sites throughout the county to conduct field measurements. Two of the teams 

sample sites in the Marcellus Shale territory in the Beech Creek and Snow 

Shoe areas. These samples are taken to Lock Haven University to be analyzed 

under the direction of Professor Khalequzzaman. PASEC partnered with PSU 

to provide students with monitoring opportunities on Buffalo Run, Halfmoon 

Creek and at Big Run in the Beech Creek watershed. 

The Spring Creek Watershed Monitoring Project has been collecting data from Spring Creek and its tributaries 

since 1997. The project, sponsored by the Spring Creek Watershed Association, employs a full time coordina-

tor who is housed at ClearWater Conservancy. Information about these groups may be found on the web at 

www.ccpasec.org (CCPASEC) and www.springcreekwatershed.org/water-resources-monitoring-project-

wrmp.html (Spring Creek WRMP). 

The Bald Eagle Watershed Association built a third canoe/kayak access on the Bald Eagle Creek this year with 

funds from Western Pennsylvania Conservancy. The first access (2015), is at the bridge in Milesburg, the sec-

ond access is located at the bridge in Curtin (2016), while the latest (2017) access was installed at Dowdy Hole 

in Howard. Members of the Canoe Club of Centre County and Boggs Township staff installed the access and 

repaired the parking lot. The Bald Eagle Area School District, with funding from Domtar Paper Company, is 

working on a Forest Stewardship Plan with the Nature Conservancy that will address 400 acres of BEASD 

woods. The Bald Eagle Watershed Associationôs website address is http://baldeaglewatershed.com/. 

The Penns Valley Conservation Association continues to evolve and re-

mains highly motivated.  Jim Flanagan continues to serve as Education Co-

ordinator, bringing quality environmental education to Penns Valley stu-

dents at Muddy Paws and other places throughout the Valley. PVCA pro-

jects included the implementation, some in partnership with the CCCD, of 

agricultural BMPs, streambank fencing and riparian buffer planting. The 

Early Successional Riparian Forest project is a current focus. For more in-

formation about PVCA visit  their web site at: www.pvca.net. 

The Spring Creek Watershed Association has continued the Atlas project, a 

multi-media venture that will educate the public about the Spring Creek watershed, providing critical infor-

mation that will assist in making future decisions. The group continued to learn each month from guest speak-

ers about local environmental issues. Information about this group may be found at 

www.springcreekwatershed.org. 

The Spring Creek Watershed Commission, made up of representatives from municipalities within the water-

shed, continued to meet monthly in 2017, featuring a speaker from the community at each meeting.  Further 

information about the group may be found on their web site, www.scwatershed.com. 

The Spring Creek Chapter of Trout Unlimited sponsored restoration projects in Spring Creek and its tributar-

ies. They host a fishing program for veterans and sponsor Trout in the Classroom projects in local schools. In 

2017, the group received a grant from the National Fish & Wildlife Foundation to complete three additional 

stream improvement projects in the watershed. You may learn more about their activities at 

www.springcreektu.org. 

2017 Annual Report - Watershed Management 

Muddy Paws Marsh 

CC Pa SEC - 

Water Quality Sampling 

http://www.ccpasec.org
http://www.springcreekwatershed.org/water-resources-monitoring-project-wrmp.html
http://www.springcreekwatershed.org/water-resources-monitoring-project-wrmp.html
http://baldeaglewatershed.com/
http://www.pvca.net
http://www.springcreekwatershed.org
http://www.scwatershed.com
http://www.springcreektu.org
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The District worked with National Trout Unlimited  and the US Youth Fly Fishing team to install structures on 

Thompson Run and the Romolo Branch of Marsh Creek. CCCD assisted with the educational activities for the 

students working on the projects. 

CCCD continued to work with the West Branch Susquehanna River Watershed Coalition to address acid mine 

drainage in the Beech Creek and Moshannon Creek watersheds through the exchange of information and edu-

cational initiatives. Their web site address is www.wbsrc.org. 

The District supported the activities of Clearwater Conservancy by serving on various ClearWater committees 

and by working with them on agriculture projects in the Spring and Spruce Creek watersheds. The District par-

ticipated in the annual Clean Up Day, held in April. For information about the work carried out by ClearWater 

Conservancy go to www.clearwaterconservancy.org. 

CCCD coordinated a Day of Caring site in 2017.Volunteers from Bald Eagle Area School District and the Ca-

noe Club of Centre County planted a buffer at Sunnyside on Spring Creek.  

The District has continued its partnership with Bellefonte Borough and the Talleyrand Park committee in 2017 

and beyond. Another mudsill installation at Talleyrand Park (River 

Right), originally scheduled for completion in 2017, will commence in 

the summer of 2018. Funding will be provided through a DCNR grant 

obtained by Bellefonte Borough. 

The District participated in three garden projects this year. We continued 

to support volunteers in tending the Edible Landscape Garden in Talley-

rand Park and we assisted with preliminary plans to create a Pollinator 

Garden with the PSU Master Gardeners in the Park.  

2017 Annual Report - Education   
In 2017 the Centre County Conservation District (CCCD) offered watershed education to fifth and sixth grade 

students in the State College and the Bellefonte Area School Districts. The District visited the schools with the 

Enviroscape, a hands-on watershed model, to teach about non-point source pollution. The District participated 

in field days at the Bald Eagle State Park and educated over 500 students from Clearfield and Centre Counties 

to the fifth annual Clean Water Days event at Black Moshannon State 

Park. The District coordinated a Day of Caring site along Spring Creek 

with Bald Eagle Area School District students and the Canoe Club of 

Centre County. CCCD assisted the Penns Valley Conservation Associa-

tion by teaching stream studies at the Muddy Paws Marsh, in Spring 

Mills.  

In addition to activities with elementary school age students, the District 

presented guest lectures in several Penn State classrooms and participated 

in other environmental events at the University. We also served on the 

PA Water Resources Center grant review committee at Penn State. 

The District sponsored the county Envirothon in May at Bald Eagle State Park and staff members volunteered 

at the Pennsylvania Envirothon. 

District Staff attended environmental education workshops and conferences focusing on Climate Change, Nu-

trient Trading, Acid Mine Drainage, and stream protection. The District provided presentations for the Spring 

Creek Chapter of Trout Unlimited and the Osher Lifelong Learning Institute.  

CCCD provided environmental outreach activities at the Grange Fair and supported PACD during Ag Pro-

gress Days. The District has been involved with the PSU sponsored Natural Resources Leadership Institute 

and the Spring Creek Watershed Association Atlas Project.                

Talleyrand Edible Garden 

Bald Eagle State Park-Field Day 

http://www.wbsrc.org
http://www.clearwaterconservancy.org

